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ince rumor has it that our base of

nuclear expertise is rapidly decreas-

ing, I would like to provide some
insight into the nuclear arena. This is
written for those of you who may not under-
stand what a nuclear surety inspection (NSI)
is or why it is such a critical inspection. The
safety, security and reliability of our nuclear
weapons should be the number-one priority
to all units responsible for any or all parts of
this process.

Since the end of the Cold War, Air Force
units that used to perform a solely nuclear
mission have now become conventional as
well. These new missions now compete for
the units’ attention, and resources that used
to be solely dedicated to the nuclear commit-
ment. Comments made by Major General
Keys, former commander of the Air Force
Doctrine Center, make it easy to understand
the importance of nuclear weapons to the
United States’ political and military objec-
tives, and why they must remain the priority
for those units tasked with a nuclear mis-

0046

ior Master Sgt. Ray Fletcher

. n pector General’s (ffice

The Combat Edge September 2000

sion. “The task of protecting America’s
national security is different, and in many
ways more complex, than it was during the
Cold War. Although the United States no
longer faces the same threats, there are new
dangers emerging from regional instability.
While the risk of global conflict is greatly
reduced, as long as nuclear weapons exist,
the possibility of their use remains. These
risks are aggravated as likely aggressor
nations continue to work to acquire weapons
of mass destruction. Therefore, the United
States retains a reduced, but highly effective,
nuclear force as a deterrent. The goals of
nuclear operations are mutually supportive:
Deter the use of weapons of mass destruction
by an enemy, effectively employ force if
deterrence should fail, and support US
national policy initiatives.”

No other weapon has the impact on
national policy that a nuclear weapon does.
Our ability to safely, securely and reliably
maintain these weapons is just as important
as our ability to employ them. The political
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ramifications of loss, theft, seizure, destruc-
tion, or uncommanded use would be ex-
tremely detrimental to the policies of the
United States. An NSI is a snapshot inspec-
tion to determine if a unit charged with this
responsibility is meeting this demanding
standard.

Technical Order 11N-25-1, Department
of Delense Nuclear Weapons Technical
Inspection System, is the manual that
covers the conduct of these inspections. As
you can see from the title, the requirement
for an NSI comes from the DoD, not the
Air Force.

Our NSI is considered a nuclear weapons
technical inspection by the DoD), and is
defined in 11N-25-1 as, “A service or Defense
Threat Reduction Agency (formerly Defense
Nuclear Agency) inspection of a nuclear
capable unit conducted to examine nuclear
weapons’ technical assembly, maintenance,
storage functions, logistic movement, han-
dling, and safety and security directly associ-
ated with these functions.”
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As a service we are directed by the manual
to, “Ensure all certified nuclear-capable
units are inspected on a regular programmed
frequency, as designated by the service, not
to exceed 18 months between inspections.”

The areas that are inspected during an
NSI are covered in section two of the T.O.
Section three discusses the rating system
used for an NSI, section four is scheduling,
section five is administrative procedures,
and section six covers the reporting pro-
cess. Although the T.O. is only 33 pages
long, it is huge in scope. AFI 90-201,
chapter three, and ACCI 90-201, part
three, are also valuable to the NSI evalua-
tor.

You can see that this technical order has
a lot of good information that needs to be
reviewed by anyone who participates in the
NSI process. By keeping nuclear surety at
the forefront of thought and action in your
daily Air Force duties, you will {ind it much
easier to weather an intense nuclear surety
inspection. W

e wal

The Combai Edge 11






User
Typewritten Text
Hurricane! Part 3







User
Typewritten Text
"Check 6" When Stopping













User
Typewritten Text
Jack's story







User
Typewritten Text
"Towing" the Line





























~during arecent lyear period,
32 children (ages W and under)
were killed white an estimated
1,000 more were injured in school
busrelated incidents,

teachers, new faces, Bewstudents, new
s places... Soon over 2 ion children wi
be going back to school. ry year during hig
. N g - time, parents spend a lot of time and mon
J preparing their young peopie forthe upce
- : school year. They buy new ¢lothes; pap
| : pencils, crayons, notebooks, andil
Sl 24 s o B g other supplies; but how manypare OrpeC-
» ___—raie saiety"@spart of Meir schac aration?
~ Unfortunately, during a recent 1-year period,
i o 2 children (ages 14 and underfwere kitled
\ while an estihatad 7,000 more were injured in
“school bus-raiated incidents. Parents, drivers, |
and Students all play an important role in school §
MSgt Anthony Stennis safety. According to the U.S. Departmant of
HQ ACC/SEG - Transportation, here are some traffic safety rules §
Langley AFB VA we can use {0 help make this school year. acci- |
dentffree. Following these simple, common-
- sense practices will-help your children getoffto
a *safe start” for the upcoming school year.
x4

! .
*™ t's about that time of yeal t
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